wnw, therea izl oom

THEREALDEAL

New York ReaL EsTATE NEws Vil,7 N6 June2009 S5.00

INSIDE THE HOME OF...

A home office above the treetops

Parkview Developers’ Central Park South duplex combines five unils

By Sanam Pormock
ast October, a banking executive
offered Tan Reisner and Mati Wei-
derpass of Parkview Developers
£15.5 million in cash for their apartment,
it +4,000-square-foot combination of five
apurtments at Southmoor House at 230
Centrul Park South.

The pairdidn’t have to think hard about
turning down the offer.

“After thinking about where we would
move, we realized we would never be able
to replace this” Reisner said, gesturing 1o
the 16th- and 17th-tloor views of Central
Park.

For Reisner, 10, and Weiderpass, 41,
the apartment is as much a home as their
headyuarters for Parkview, and it is where
they conceived plans for the 505, a seven-
stury, 109-unit ground-up condo in Hell's
Kitchen that is impressively 90 percent sald
alter Taunching in lute 2007. Retsner at-
tribates their sucoess (o a formulks of low-
priced units — the majorty sold in the low
SHE00,000 range — ini boommy neighbor-
hood, and said he's excited to relaunch the
sales office this sumumer o sl the remuin-
ingunits: fourone-bedrooms, two two-bed-
room penthouses und one three-badroom
penthouse.

Reisner said they closed the sales office
Tast full so they conld focus on finishing con-
struction. He added that they are on bud-
get, on schedule and that the first movers
comne this summer,
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Parkview owns nearly vne-fourth of 230
Central Park South, muking it one of the co-
ops largest sharcholders, Beisner and Wei-
derpass bought their first apartment — four
units that had already been connected — in
19495 in the wake of the savings-and-loan
crisis for a mere $820,000, and added the
fifth unit in 2002, Five years ago, the two
men embarked onanearly $5 million two-
viear gul renovation to create thetr current
space. No design detail has been spared in
the renovation, overseen by architect Paul
Domingues, most notably to the point that
thereis near-perfect symmetry throughout
the home.

“I'm into symmetry big time, and you're
not going to find anything in my apartment
that’s not symmetrical,” said Reisner, point-
ing to ceiling beams he built to parallel the
building’s actual support system.

The apartment has four hedrooms, six
hathrooms, a great room with sweeping
park views, a formal dining room, library,
B and kitchen docorated forenteriaining
with an intricate Moroccan-tiled 1sland.

The rooms, save for the upstairs bed-
room, master bath and guest suite, are all
connected through aseries of custom-made
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The dinlng room table ls made of a blond Alrican hardwood.

Appliances are tuched
awary In the kitchen.

1/ Guests have thelr own
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S-foot-tall pocket doors, There isnt much art on the
walls, to avoid elashing with the intricate ceiling deco-
ration, fabric hangings and paneling that fill the spaces
instead.

Reisnersaid he isn't into art, and much prefers archi-
tegtural clements, while Weiderpass, who likes photog-
raphy, has hung a few framed prints. The focus, however,
1s more on the view of Central Park.

Maximizing such a vista would theoretically be any
homeowner’s priority, but Retsner and Weiderpass took
theopportunity as an cdict, carving out panoramic win-
dows wherever possible, and using the pocket doors 1o
allow the reoms Lo flow into one another and towarnd the
view: The kitehen and guest suite do not have that view,
Bt in the master suite, a series afwindows and mirrors
allow for views from the closet, shower and Jacuzei.

ANer pussing throngh the foyer, the apartment begins
inthe great room, a 720-square-foot, white-walled room
filled with off-white suede furniture, The apartment is
stybed in carly 20th-century French Art Deco, and the
roums are monochromatic for dramatic ¢Meet: The great
room is white to further accentuate the park’s natural col-
ors, The burgundy library is meant to be soothing, while
the brightness of the golden dining room makes up fura
lack ol park views, Reisner said.

The upartment is also built for entertaining, some-
thing Reisner and Weiderpass love to do — “give me un
excuse and T throw a party,” Reisner said, The pair fre-
tjuently host benetits and celehratinns, and said they have
the goods on hand to handle a 100-person party.

The dining room is in the back of the home, Reisner
installed gauzy curtains to shield the view of neighbor-
ing apartment buildings, and pocket dours open to the
library, which has views of the park. There is a large 20-
svat dining table made of anegre, a blond African hard-
wouod, and a grid pattern in the bamboo luor echoes the
tie-tac-toe-patterned ceiling. To further mateh the ceiling
and floor, there is adelicate three-stepped pattern on the
formal dining ware.

Just autside of the dining room, there is the library
and barspace, where a Wack-und-gold marble bur sits op-
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posite a wood-burning fircplace with a matching marble
mantel, which is surronnded by four velvet club chairs.

That'’s Reisner’s favarite retreat, he said. *1 find [the
library] to be ealm, soothing and a great place tounwind
by the tireplace and read the day’s paper”

Everything is tucked away in the kitchen, which is
done in classic subway tile and Caleutta marble. A break-
fast nook sits hetween cabinets, and even the coffee pat
s nestled behind atrap door,

Up the earpeted, spiral stairvase is o guest room, the
master suite and the couple’s latest renovation praject,
a guest suite, A notable highlight in the master suite is
the Jacuzzioverlooking the park, which is surrounded by
mirrors — even on the ceiling — and offers the feeling of
an infinity pool hanging over the trees 16 stories up,

Having completed their renovation, the pair now buys
other properties in the building to renovate and resell
them, Reisner hus spent 10 of the last 12 yvears on the
building’s board, pursuing an ambitious projeet to create

a cond-op arrangement, a hybrid with co-op taves and
condo rules. ( Under his leadership, the co-op huilding no
longer requires board approval or financial disclosures
fram its residents, and pied-a-terres and suhleases are
weleome.) The building recently sold its air rights to fund
anew Art Deco fagade, elevators and a gym.

"My vision is to take a park-facing huilding in cluse
proximily fo the finest addresses in the world, and rede-
velop the building from a prewar eo-op to astale-of-the-
art condw, fully refurbished and ready to compete with
thebest,” Reisnersaid, referring to 15 Central Park West,
Trump Tower and Columbus Cirele nearby,

And yet, between work, parties and their twe Shiba
Inu dogs, Lucy and Ricky, the partners, who have been
together for 15 years, still try to find time to enjoy where
itall started.

“It’s rare that there is quict around the house, but 1
have a separate office where T ean sometimes isolate my-
self from all the aetivitics,” Weiderpass said. mo
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