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GREATER NEW YORK
Secret Gardens Grow in Hell’s Kitchen

By Josu Barnasry

Property on the gritty west-
em edges of Hell's Kitchen may
never become as hot as the
stretch of land abutting the High
Line, the elevated former rail
line in Chelsca that has become
ane of the clty's most popular

parks.

But a trench for subtérmanean
raflroad tracks cutting through
Hell's Kitchen has given life to
an unusual New York amenity:
secrel gardens that have helped
close deals in the rough-hewn
area during the city’s real-estate
slowdown.

The tracks were bullt for the
New York Central Rallroad in the
1930s to divert freight trains

that it was known as “Death Av-
epue”

The trench runs through the

west of 10th Ave-
nue, and while the freight traffic
iz gone, the rumble of Amirak
trains en route to and from Al-
bany and polnts north can still
be heard,

During the receént real-estate
boom, the space above the
trench was put 1o another use:
Some sites, 200 feet in depth,
were sold off and spanned with
concrete planke. The space be-
tween opposite bulldings across
the trench then was covered
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